


Overview

• What is the Water Is Life Program
• History

• Activities
• Materials
• Our Role
• Things To Do



Clean Water Needs Survey
2004 Dollars in billions



Clean Water Needs Survey
Documented Needs by State 

Illinois 
$5 – $15 Bil



Target AudiencesTarget Audiences

Audience Message Action

Local Rate-Payers                    Value of Servi ces               Support Bonds

City Council Members      Capital Funding Priority    Vote Sufficient  Funds

State Legislators                  Public Health Ne eds     Loan & Grant Programs

WWTP Neighbors       Professional WWTP Approach   C ommunity Supp ort           



Clean Water Needs Survey
Per Capita Needs by State



Water IS LifeWater IS Life……..

Water is 
essential to our 
health, 
our economy 
and our 
environment.



Water Is PreciousWater Is Precious

70% of Earth is covered 
by water, but only 1% of this is 
accessible freshwater.

Water is a renewable resource.



Water Infrastructure and Public HealthWater Infrastructure and Public Health

Clean, safe water is 
crucial for human health. 

Drinking water treatment 
has virtually eliminated 
waterborne diseases and 
increased life expectancy 

in the U.S. by 30 years. 

The U.S. EPA sets standards for 80 water contaminan ts.



Water Infrastructure and Public HealthWater Infrastructure and Public Health

In the U.S., 
we’ve come to 
expect clean 
tap water for 
drinking and 
bathing.



Wastewater Infrastructure and Public Wastewater Infrastructure and Public 
HealthHealth

We flush our 
toilets and 
drain our 
sinks, 
showers, 
bath tubs & 
dishwashers.



Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Water and Wastewater Infrastructure 
Systems Serve AmericaSystems Serve America

Drinking Water Systems:
• 54,000 drinking water systems
• 800,000 miles of pipe
• Provided to 250 million individuals

Wastewater Treatment Systems:
• 16,000 water treatment systems
• 800,000 miles of sewer line
• Processed from 160 million individuals



Infrastructure and Economic GrowthInfrastructure and Economic Growth

Clean Water Supports: 
• $50 billion/year recreation 

industry
• $300 billion in coastal tourism
• $45 billion in commercial seafood, 

fishing, and US agriculture.

• All development depends 
on clean water and wastewater 
treatment.



Infrastructure and Our EconomyInfrastructure and Our Economy

America’s public water systems impact 
nearly every sector of the economy.



Wastewater Infrastructure and the Wastewater Infrastructure and the 
EnvironmentEnvironment

Each year, 50 

million tons of 

pollutants are 

prevented from 

reaching America’s 

coasts, lakes and waterways due to 

wastewater treatment plants.



Wastewater Infrastructure and the Wastewater Infrastructure and the 
EnvironmentEnvironment

7 million 
dry tons of 
biosolids
recycled
yearly.



Wastewater Infrastructure and the Wastewater Infrastructure and the 
EnvironmentEnvironment

Once treated, our 

wastewater returns 

to these sources 

to be used over 

and over again.



Natural Infrastructure SystemsNatural Infrastructure Systems

Infrastructure includes
- wetlands

- retention ponds
- “green” systems



So WhatSo What’’s the Problem?s the Problem?

In 10 years, water pollution levels may 
deteriorate to those observed in the 
1970s if we do not invest in our 
infrastructure. 

(2004 Gap Analysis) U. S. Environmental Protection Agency

We need significant investments in our  water and 
wastewater infrastructure!



AmericaAmerica’’s Infrastructure Systems s Infrastructure Systems 
Need AttentionNeed Attention

Water and 
wastewater pipes 
and plants will soon 
need to be replaced.

New water and 
wastewater 
treatment plants will 
be required.



Replacing and RenewingReplacing and Renewing……..

• Is a big task

• Requires short-term 
and long-range planning

• Takes reinvestment



The Current Federal RoleThe Current Federal Role

• Financial Assistance

• Regulatory Requirements

• Federal Water Laws
– Clean Water Act
– Safe Drinking Water Act

• Most funding for drinking water and wastewater 
services comes from local ratepayers and 
taxpayers.



The Key Relationship Between The Key Relationship Between 
Infrastructure & OperationsInfrastructure & Operations

•24/7 operation

•Trained Employees

•Treatment Plants

•Multiple Miles of 

•Water & sewer pipe

•Solids Disposal



ToolsTools

• WEF Brochures 

• PowerPoint Presentations

• Bill Stuffers

• Water Is Life Website  - “Waterislife.net”



Bill StuffersBill Stuffers……..

••When a Crack is a CrisisWhen a Crack is a Crisis

••100 Years Ago100 Years Ago

••LifelineLifeline



Utility Utility ““Balance SheetBalance Sheet””

• Create a Pro Forma Asset List
• Treatment Plant Equipment
• Sewers
• Pump Stations
• Miscellaneous

• Use a “Corporate” Financial Model 

• Derive the “Customer Value” in Your Assets



Things You Can DoThings You Can Do……..

•Public Outreach – e.g. plant tours
•Utilize the Local Media

•Newspapers
•Local access TV

•Local Political Interaction
•Engage Civic Organizations
•Peer Discussions



Questions


