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Agenda for Today

1. Quick Recap of the 2023-2024 Session 

2. League’s 2025-2026 Legislative Agenda 

3. Recap of the 2025-2027 State Budget 

4. The Latest in the 2025-2026 Session 

5. Drones Over Public Utilities Survey 

6. Engaging in Legislative Advocacy 

7. Relevant State Agency Updates 

8. Brief Overview of Legislative Process 

9. Questions, Comments, and Ideas 



Municipalities are Economic Engines 



Legislative Session Calendar 



League’s 2023-2024 Session Recap 

• The League lobbied on 71 Assembly and Senate companion proposals 
• With one bill in each chamber, that’s 142 total bills 

• 38 (76) of the 51 (102) bills we supported were signed into law 
• That’s a 75% success rate! 

• 6 bills supported by the League were vetoed 

• 0 bills opposed by the League were signed into law 



A Great Year for Local Funding

2023 Wisconsin Act 12 provided a historic 
investment in shared revenue with $575 
million in total new funding 

One penny of the state sales tax, or more than 
$1.5 billion annually, is dedicated to local 
governments with growth in shared revenue 
payments tied to growth in the sales tax  

Each unit of local government received a 
minimum of a 20% increase in shared revenue

A notable component of Act 12 includes 
supplemental shared revenue payments which 
may be spent on public safety, public works, 
courts, and transportation expenses 
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2025-2026 Legislative Agenda

Infrastructure 

Inflation

Housing

Economic Development

Community-First Decision-Making



Recap of the 2025-2027 State Budget



The Latest in the 2025-2026 Session

Bidding and Notice Thresholds 

• SB 216 and AB 217 

PFAS Liability and Programs 

• SBs 127, 128 and ABs 130, 131 

Drones Over Public Utilities 

• SB 766 and AB 768 

Rehired Annuitants Policies 

• SB 170 and AB 196 

EIF Project Eligibility Changes 
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Drones Over Public Utilities Survey 

Survey Respondents: 91 water and wastewater utility and public 

works professionals  

• Average municipal population of the respondents: 9,467 residents 

• Number of counties with municipalities that responded: 47 counties 



Drones Over Public Utilities Survey 



Drones Over Public Utilities Survey 



Drones Over Public Utilities Survey 



Drones Over Public Utilities Survey 



Drones Over Public Utilities Survey 



Drones Over Public Utilities Survey 



Drones Over Public Utilities Survey 



Drones Over Public Utilities Survey 
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Staying Engaging in the Legislative Process

1. Attend legislative listening sessions 

2. Provide testimony at public hearings 

3. Contact your legislators on issues 
important to your municipality 

4. Get to know your legislators and 
become a resource on local issues 

5. Stay plugged in with the League to keep 
up-to-date on resources and issues 

ANY QUESTIONS ON HOW TO ENGAGE - REACH OUT! 



Relevant Agency Updates

MDV Reauthorization 

Water Quality Trading 

Clean Water Fund IUP 

Lead and Copper Rule 

• DG-04-24 



Legislative Updates

Subscribe to the Legislative 
Bulletin to stay up-to-date on 
legislative and agency updates 
relevant to municipal officials 



Legislative Process - First Steps

Drafting Circulation Introduction



Legislative Process - Committee 

Public 
Hearing

Amendment
Executive 
Session 



Legislative Process - Final Steps 

Senate / 
Assembly 

Debate

Senate / 
Assembly 

Vote

Governor’s 
Signature 

or Veto



Questions or 
Comments

Nick Zavos 
Assistant General Counsel 
nzavos@lwm-info.org 

Toni Herkert 
Government Affairs Director 
therkert@lwm-info.org 

Evan Miller 
Government Affairs Specialist 
emiller@lwm-info.org 
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